
 )551r¤¤VVVq$NMM.4qNQF                                                                                                             0BSNADQ ckkh

Dr. Pu-Xian Gao received his 
Ph.D. in Materials Science & 
Engineering from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology. Af-
ter completing a postdoctoral 
fellowship in the Center for 
Nanostructure Characterization 
and Fabrication at the Georgia 

Institute of Technology, he joined the department 
of Chemical, Materials and Biomolecular Engi-
neering (CMBE) at the University of Connectictu 
as an assistant professor on January 2007. Dr. 
Gaoõs research interests lie in synthesis, character-
ization and growth theory studies of low-dimen-
sional nanomaterials; biomedical applications such 
as biosensors, bioactuators and biogenerators; and 
energy and environment related applications.

Dr. Yu obtained his B.S. in 
Chemistry from Tsinghua 
University and his PhD in 
Physical Chemistry from 
University of Texas at Austin. 
He worked as a postdoctoral 
fellowship at the Harvard 
University, before he joined the 

faculty at the University of Connecticut in 2000. 
He is currently an Assistant Professor in the Center 
for Cell Analysis and Modeling of University of 
Connecticut Health Center.
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It has been an honor and a pleasure 
to serve as the Vice President 
last year and now as President 
of the Connecticut Microscopy 
Society. In this capacity, I 
have met many microscopy 
enthusiasts with diverse interests 
in applications and techniques. 

Despite this range of interests, one thing we all 
love is the process of discerning structures that are 
otherwise seemingly òinvisibleó and perhaps even 
òunknowableó. Our fall meeting is a case in point 
as one speaker will talk about the tracking of single 
intracellular molecules over time and the other on 
deþning nanodevice structures by EM.

I have had the help of two new ofþcers this year. 
Notably, and perhaps for the þrst time ever, all of 
the current society ofþcers are light microscopists! 
David Knecht, our new Vice President, is a Professor 
in the Department of Molecular and Cell Biology 
on the Storrs UConn campus whose research 
employs time resolved light microscopy. Our new 
secretary, Gary Lavensky, of Andor Technologies, 
also has considerable expertise in laser scanning 
microscopy, in particular spinning disk confocals 
and CCD cameras.

Warm Welcome to New Microscopists  in Town
We would like to welcome a couple of academic 
researchers who have moved to CT within the 
last year. We are fortunate that one of these 
researchers will be speaking at our next meeting 
(see below)! Barry Carter has recently moved from 
the University of Minnesota and taken the position 
of Head of the Department of Chemical, Materials 
and Biomolecular Engineering at the Storrs UConn 
campus. Pu-Xian Gao has moved from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology and has also joined the 
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